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An Essay on Criticism was the first major poem written by the English writer Alexander Pope (1688-1744).
However, despite the title, the poem is not as much an original analysis as it is a compilation of Pope's
various literary opinions. A reading of the poem makes it clear that he is addressing not so much the
ingenuous reader as the intending writer. It is written in a type of rhyming verse called heroic couplets.

The poem first appeared in 1711, but was written in 1709. It is clear from Pope's correspondence that many
of the poems ideas had existed in prose form since at least 1706. It is a verse essay written in the Horatian
mode and is primarily concerned with how writers and critics behave in the new literary commerce of Pope's
contemporary age. The poem covers a range of good criticism and advice. It also represents many of the
chief literary ideals of Pope's age.

Pope contends in the poem's opening couplets that bad criticism does greater harm than bad writing:

'Tis hard to say, if greater Want of Skill Appear in Writing or in Judging ill, But, of the two, less dang'rous is
th' Offence, To tire our Patience, than mis-lead our Sense: Some few in that, but Numbers err in this, Ten
Censure wrong for one who Writes amiss; A Fool might once himself alone expose, Now One in Verse
makes many more in Prose.

Despite the harmful effects of bad criticism, literature requires worthy criticism. (Quote from wikipedia.org)

About the Author

Alexander Pope (1688 - 1744)
Alexander Pope (21 May 1688 - 30 May 1744) is generally regarded as the greatest English poet of the
eighteenth century, best known for his satirical verse and for his translation of Homer. He is the third most
frequently quoted writer in the English la
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

This An Essay on Criticism are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this An Essay on Criticism can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this An Essay on Criticism forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Frances Small:

The e-book untitled An Essay on Criticism is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the
book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get
the e-book of An Essay on Criticism from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Sharon Doyle:

This An Essay on Criticism is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately
using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having An Essay on Criticism in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Jeremy Bedford:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This An Essay on Criticism can give you a lot of close
friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to
be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have An Essay on Criticism.
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