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In an essay entitled “Spirit and Vision” Melissa Pritchard poses the question: “Why write?” Her answer
reverberates throughout A Solemn Pleasure, presenting an undeniable case for both the power of language
and the nurturing constancy of the writing life. Whether describing the deeply interior imaginative life
required to write fiction, searching for the lost legacy of American literature as embodied by Walt Whitman,
being embedded with a young female GI in Afghanistan, traveling with Ethiopian tribes, or revealing the
heartrending story of her informally adopted son William, a former Sudanese child slave, this is nonfiction
vividly engaged with the world. In these fifteen essays, Pritchard shares her passion for writing and
storytelling that educates, honors, and inspires.

Melissa Pritchard is the author of, most recently, the novel Palmerino and the short story collection The
Odditorium. Her books have received the Flannery O’Connor, Janet Heidinger Kafka, and Carl Sandburg
awards and two of her short fiction collections were New York Times Notable Book and Editors’ Choice
selections. Pritchard has worked as a journalist in Afghanistan, India, and Ethiopia, and her nonfiction has
appeared in various publications, including O, The Oprah Magazine, Arrive, Chicago Tribune, and Wilson
Quarterly. She lives in Phoenix, Arizona.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Koehn:

The book A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of the Essay) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the good thing like a book A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of the Essay)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Solemn Pleasure: To
Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of the Essay) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Bennett Fox:

This A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of the Essay) are generally reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Solemn Pleasure: To
Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of the Essay) can be among the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and
Write (The Art of the Essay) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Christopher Sanchez:

The reserve untitled A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of the Essay) is the e-
book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness,
and Write (The Art of the Essay) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Joan McCorkle:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of the Essay) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The A Solemn Pleasure: To Imagine, Witness, and Write (The Art of
the Essay) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and



mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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