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Jesters and fools have existed as important and consistent figures in nearly all cultures. Sometimes referred
to as clowns, they are typological characters who have conventional roles in the arts, often using nonsense to
subvert existing order. But fools are also a part of social and religious history, and they frequently play key
roles in the rituals that support and shape a society's system of beliefs. This reference book includes
alphabetically arranged entries for approximately 60 fools and jesters from a wide range of cultures. Included
are entries for performers from American popular culture, such as Woody Allen, Mae West, Charlie Chaplin,
and the Marx Brothers; literary characters, such as Shakespeare's Falstaff, Rabelais' Gargantua and
Pantagruel, and Singer's Gimpel; and cultural and mythological figures, such as India's Birbal, the American
circus clown, the Native American Coyote, Taishu Engeki of Japan, Hephaestus, Loki the Norse fool,
schlimiels and schlimazels, and the drag queen.

The entries, written by expert contributors, are critical as well as informative. Each begins with a
biographical, artistic, religious, or historical background section, which places the subject within a larger
cultural and historical context. A description and analysis follow. This section may include a discussion of
the fool's appearance, gender role, ethical and moral roles, social function, and relationship to such themes as
nature, time, and mortality. The entry then discusses the critical reception of the subject and concludes with
an extensive bibliography of general works.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Carter:

This Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in
Education and) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of
this Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in
Education and) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical
Sourcebook (Critical Studies in Education and) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Linda Cooper:

The guide with title Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook
(Critical Studies in Education and) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book
in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Samantha Smith:

Beside that Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical
Studies in Education and) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in
Education and) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Ann Amos:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook
(Critical Studies in Education and) when you desired it?
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