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For readers of Rules of Civility and The Marriage Plot, Joanna Hershon’s A Dual Inheritance is an
engrossing novel of passion, friendship, betrayal, and class—and their reverberations across
generations.
 
Autumn 1962: Ed Cantowitz and Hugh Shipley meet in their final year at Harvard. Ed is far removed from
Hugh’s privileged upbringing as a Boston Brahmin, yet his drive and ambition outpace Hugh’s ambivalence
about his own life. These two young men form an unlikely friendship, bolstered by a fierce shared desire to
transcend their circumstances. But in just a few short years, not only do their paths diverge—one rising on
Wall Street, the other becoming a kind of global humanitarian—but their friendship ends abruptly, with only
one of them understanding why.
 
Can a friendship define your view of the world? Spanning from the Cuban Missile Crisis to the present-day
stock market collapse, with locations as diverse as Dar es Salaam, Boston, Shenzhen, and Fishers Island, A
Dual Inheritance asks this question, as it follows not only these two men, but the complicated women in
their vastly different lives. And as Ed and Hugh grow farther and farther apart, they remain uniquely—even
surprisingly—connected.
 
Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more.
  
“A big, captivating sweep of a romance . . . a searching exploration of class and destiny in late-twentieth-
century America.”—Jennifer Egan

“The best book about male friendship written this young century.”—Details
 
“[A] warm, smart, enjoyably complex novel . . . Both Hugh and Ed are lonely searchers . . . and [Hershon’s]
skill in rendering each of them as flawed individuals is what makes the novel so readable and so rich. . . . A
Dual Inheritance is an old-fashioned social novel that feels fresh because of its deft, clear-eyed approach to
still-unspoken rules about ethnicity, money and identity.”—San Francisco Chronicle
 
“An absorbing, fully-realized novel . . . [Hershon] renders the book’s many locales with a nuanced
appreciation for the way environment emerges out of the confluence of physical detail and social experience.
. . . A Dual Inheritance never lets its readers forget they are reading a well-crafted novel, and as a well-
crafted novel, it fully satisfies.”—The Boston Globe

“This marvelous novel is a mix of heartache and history. . . . Think of Anne Tyler and Tom Wolfe,
both.”—Victor LaValle, author of The Devil in Silver

“[An] engrossing saga.”—Vogue
 
“Hershon artfully guides us through the lives of Ed and Hugh, college buddies who meet at Harvard in the
’60s, shifting between their perspectives through adulthood to detail their lingering impact on one another’s
lives in such a way that it’ll make you take a second look at all of your relationships.”—GQ
 



“Let this story of two Harvard men’s unexpected friendship and its sudden end transport you through time
(beginning on Harvard’s campus in 1962) and place.”—The Huffington Post
 
“A richly composed . . . portrait of familial gravity and the wobbly orbits that bring us together again and
again.”—Kirkus Reviews
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Garcia:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book A Dual Inheritance: A Novel was making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The publication A Dual Inheritance: A Novel is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book A Dual Inheritance: A Novel. You
never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

William Black:

This book untitled A Dual Inheritance: A Novel to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Paul England:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a guide. The book A Dual Inheritance: A Novel it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Belinda Bridges:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Dual Inheritance: A Novel e-book
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question A Dual Inheritance: A Novel as good
book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its
protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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