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Winner of the 2010 Clinton Jackson Coley Award for the best book on local history from the Alabama
Historical Association

Early in 1966, African Americans in rural Lowndes County, Alabama, aided by activists from the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), established an all-black, independent political party called
the Lowndes County Freedom Organization (LCFO). The group, whose ballot symbol was a snarling black
panther, was formed in part to protest the barriers to black enfranchisement that had for decades kept every
single African American of voting age off the county’s registration books. Even after the passage of the
Voting Rights Act, most African Americans in this overwhelmingly black county remained too scared even
to try to register. Their fear stemmed from the county’s long, bloody history of whites retaliating against
blacks who strove to exert the freedom granted to them after the Civil War.

Amid this environment of intimidation and disempowerment, African Americans in Lowndes County viewed
the LCFO as the best vehicle for concrete change. Their radical experiment in democratic politics inspired
black people throughout the country, from SNCC organizer Stokely Carmichael who used the Lowndes
County program as the blueprint for Black Power, to California-based activists Bobby Seale and Huey P.
Newton, who adopted the LCFO panther as the namesake for their new, grassroots organization: the Black
Panther Party for Self Defense. This party and its adopted symbol went on to become the national
organization of black militancy in the 1960s and 1970s, yet long-obscured is the crucial role that Lowndes
County “historically a bastion of white supremacy” played in spurring black activists nationwide to fight for
civil and human rights in new and more radical ways.

Drawing on an impressive array of sources ranging from government documents to personal interviews with
Lowndes County residents and SNCC activists, Hasan Kwame Jeffries tells, for the first time, the remarkable
full story of the Lowndes County freedom struggle and its contribution to the larger civil rights movement.
Bridging the gaping hole in the literature between civil rights organizing and Black Power politics, Bloody
Lowndes offers a new paradigm for understanding the civil rights movement.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Darby:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Bloody Lowndes: Civil
Rights and Black Power in Alabama's Black Belt. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Katherine Ouellette:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black
Power in Alabama's Black Belt as your daily resource information.

Veronica Mei:

Typically the book Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama's Black Belt has a lot info on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Christopher Hendrick:

The reason why? Because this Bloody Lowndes: Civil Rights and Black Power in Alabama's Black Belt is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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