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Are corporations citizens? Is political inequality a necessary aspect of a democracy or something that must
be stamped out? These are the questions that have been at the heart of the debate surrounding campaign
finance reform for nearly half a century. But as Robert E. Mutch demonstrates in this fascinating book, these
were not always controversial matters.

The tenets that corporations do not count as citizens, and that self-government functions best by reducing
political inequality, were commonly heldup until the early years of the twentieth century, when Congress
recognized the strength of these principles by prohibiting corporations from making campaign contributions,
passing a disclosure law, and setting limits on campaign expenditures. But conservative opposition began to
appear in the 1970s. Well represented on the Supreme Court, opponents of campaign finance reform won
decisions granting First Amendment rights to corporations, and declaring the goal of reducing political
inequality to be unconstitutional.

Buying the Vote analyzes the rise and decline of campaign finance reform by tracking the evolution of both
the ways in which presidential campaigns have been funded since the late nineteenth century. Through close
examinations of major Supreme Court decisions, Mutch shows how the Court has fashioned a new and
profoundly inegalitarian definition of American democracy. Drawing on rarely studied archival materials on
presidential campaign finance funds, Buying the Vote is an illuminating look at politics, money, and power in
America.
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance Reform it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book possesses high quality.

Lisa Maurer:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance Reform can be your answer since it can be read
by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Joseph Wilson:

Beside this particular Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance Reform in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign Finance Reform because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this
book in addition to read it from today!

Teresa Graham:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Buying the Vote: A History of Campaign
Finance Reform can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Buying the Vote: A
History of Campaign Finance Reform.
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