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It wouldn't be Christmas without the "things." How they came to mean so much, and to play such a
prominent role in America's central holiday, is the tale told in this delightful and edifying book. In a style
characteristically engaging and erudite, Karal Ann Marling, one of our most trenchant observers of American
culture, describes the outsize spectacle that Christmas has become, showing us the provenance and
significance of each of its essential parts: the decorated trees and holiday lights, the cards and gifts and
wrapping papers, the toy villages and store displays and Macy's holiday parade, Bing Crosby and Santa
Claus.

Viewing Christmas through the media of mass culture--engravings and lithographs, magazine fiction,
pictorial ads, news photos, cards, and movies--Marling tells us how the beloved Christmas tree grew out of a
much-reprinted image of Queen Victoria and her family gathered around a decorated fir; how Santa Claus
lost his provincial Dutch character and turned into the jolly old soul we know; how Charles Dickens's A
Christmas Carol borrowed from Washington Irving's imaginings of what Christmas must have been like in
Merrie Olde England; and how the holiday, balancing between the private and public realms, conferred a
central and defining role on women.

A celebration of the visual culture of the season, Merry Christmas! offers captivating evidence that
Christmas in America is primarily a secular celebration of abundance, goodwill, and familial identity,
expressed in a multitude of material ways.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Harris:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Merry Christmas! :
Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holidayis the main one
of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with
this book.

Barbara Bell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

David Packard:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Merry Christmas! : Celebrating America's Greatest Holiday was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Denise Kerrigan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Merry
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