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The purpose of this review is to examine the potential role of molecular mimicry in the pathogenesis of
human T-lymphotropic virus type 1 ((HTLV- 1)-associated myelopathy/tropical spastic paraparesis
(HAM/TSP)). Comp- hensive reviews on the pathogenic mechanisms of HTLV-1-associated human diseases
are available throughout the medical literature (Bangham 2000,, 2003; Barmak et al. 2003; Jacobson 2002;
Levin and Jacobson 1997; Nagai and Osame 2003; Osame 2002). Approximately 25 years ago the ?rst
human retrovirus, HTLV-1, was isolated (Poeisz et al. 1980). Subsequently, infection with HTLV-1 was
shown to cause adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) and HAM/TSP (Gessain et al. 1985; McFarlin and Blattner
1991; Osame et al. 1986; Poeisz et al. 1980; Yoshida et al. 1987). HTLV-1 may infect up to 30% of people
in endemic areas and 10-20 million people worldwide (Barmak et al. 2003; Edlich et al. 2000). However,
only 1%-5% develop either ATL or HAM/TSP, the remainder being clinically asymptomatic carriers of
HTLV-1 (Bangham 2000, 2003; Barmak et al. 2003; Jacobson 2002; Levin and Jacobson 1997; Nagai and
Osame 2003; Osame 2002). Why infection with HTLV-1 causes ATL or HAM/TSP in some people while
the vast majority of individuals are asymptomatic is largely - known. Some possible factors that may
differentiate the asymptomatic from the diseased state include viral strain, human histocompatibility
leukocyte antigen (HLA), viral load, and the immune response (Bangham 2000, 2003; Barmak et al. 2003;
Jacobson 2002; Levin and Jacobson 1997; Nagai and Osame 2003; Nagai et al. 1998; Niewiesk et al. 1994;
Osame 2002).
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

The reserve with title Molecular Mimicry: Infection Inducing Autoimmune Disease (Current Topics in
Microbiology and Immunology) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Vickie Miller:

Beside this kind of Molecular Mimicry: Infection Inducing Autoimmune Disease (Current Topics in
Microbiology and Immunology) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Molecular Mimicry: Infection Inducing Autoimmune Disease (Current Topics in Microbiology and
Immunology) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

William Walker:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Molecular Mimicry: Infection Inducing
Autoimmune Disease (Current Topics in Microbiology and Immunology). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Gerald Chisholm:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Molecular Mimicry: Infection Inducing Autoimmune Disease (Current Topics in
Microbiology and Immunology) when you required it?
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