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Among medieval Christian societies, Byzantium is unique in preserving an ecclesiastical ritual of
adelphopoiesis, which pronounces two men, not related by birth, as brothers for life. It has its origin as a
spiritual blessing in the monastic world of late antiquity, and it becomes a popular social networking strategy
among lay people from the ninth century onwards, even finding application in recent times. Located at the
intersection of religion and society, brother-making exemplifies how social practice can become ritualized
and subsequently subjected to attempts of ecclesiastical and legal control.

Controversially, adelphopoiesis was at the center of a modern debate about the existence of same-sex unions
in medieval Europe. This book, the first ever comprehensive history of this unique feature of Byzantine life,
argues persuasively that the ecclesiastical ritual to bless a relationship between two men bears no
resemblance to marriage. Wide-ranging in its use of sources, from a complete census of the manuscripts
containing the ritual of adelphopoiesis to the literature and archaeology of early monasticism, and from the
works of hagiographers, historiographers, and legal experts in Byzantium to comparative material in the
Latin West and the Slavic world, Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium examines the fascinating
religious and social features of the ritual, shedding light on little known aspects of Byzantine society.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium:
Monks, Laymen, and Christian Ritual (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture).

Amanda Moberly:

Beside this kind of Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium: Monks, Laymen, and Christian Ritual
(Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium: Monks, Laymen, and Christian Ritual (Onassis Series in
Hellenic Culture) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Wendy Clark:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and
Byzantium: Monks, Laymen, and Christian Ritual (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) can give you a lot of
pals because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Brother-Making in Late Antiquity and Byzantium: Monks,
Laymen, and Christian Ritual (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture).

Jennifer Johnson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
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