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In this thoughtful book, Gary Fine explores how Americans attempt to give meaning to the natural world that
surrounds them. Although "nature" has often been treated as an unproblematic reality, Fine suggests that the
meanings we assign to the natural environment are culturally grounded. In other words, there is no nature
separate from culture. He calls this process of cultural construction and interpretation, "naturework." Of
course, there is no denying the biological reality of trees, mountains, earthquakes, and hurricanes, but, he
argues, they must be interpreted to be made meaningful. Fine supports this claim by examining the
fascinating world of mushrooming.

Based on three years of field research with mushroomers at local and national forays, Morel Tales highlights
the extensive range of meanings that mushrooms have for mushroomers. Fine details how mushroomers talk
about their finds--turning their experiences into "fish stories" (the one that got away), war stories, and
treasure tales; how mushroomers routinely joke about dying from or killing others with misidentified
mushrooms, and how this dark humor contributes to the sense of community among collectors. He also
describes the sometimes friendly, sometimes tense relations between amateur mushroom collectors and
professional mycologists. Fine extends his argument to show that the elaboration of cultural meanings found
among mushroom collectors is equally applicable to birders, butterfly collectors, rock hounds, and other
naturalists.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Morel Tales it doesn't matter what good to read. There are
a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Eleanor Hayes:

Morel Tales can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into
delight arrangement in writing Morel Tales although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Donald Warren:

This Morel Tales is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still
having little digest in reading this Morel Tales can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Constance Argueta:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Morel Tales.
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