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Stuart Goldman convincingly argues that a little-known, but intense Soviet-Japanese conflict along the
Manchurian-Mongolian frontier at Nomonhan influenced the outbreak of World War II and shaped the
course of the war. The author draws on Japanese, Soviet, and western sources to put the seemingly obscure
conflict--actually a small undeclared war-- into its proper global geo-strategic perspective.

The book describes how the Soviets, in response to a border conflict provoked by Japan, launched an
offensive in August 1939 that wiped out the Japanese forces at Nomonhan. At the same time, Stalin signed
the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact, allowing Hitler to invade Poland. The timing of these military and
diplomatic strikes was not coincidental, according to the author. In forming an alliance with Hitler that left
Tokyo diplomatically isolated, Stalin succeeded in avoiding a two-front war. He saw the pact with the Nazis
as a way to pit Germany against Britain and France, leaving the Soviet Union on the sidelines to eventually
pick up the spoils from the European conflict, while at the same time giving him a free hand to smash the
Japanese at Nomonhan.

Goldman not only demonstrates the linkage between the Nomonhan conflict, the German-Soviet
Nonaggression Pact, and the outbreak of World War II , but also shows how Nomonhan influenced Japan s
decision to go to war with the United States and thus change the course of history. The book details Gen.
Georgy Zhukov s brilliant victory at Nomonhan that led to his command of the Red Army in 1941 and his
success in stopping the Germans at Moscow with reinforcements from the Soviet Far East. Such a strategy
was possible, the author contends, only because of Japan s decision not to attack the Soviet Far East but to
seize the oil-rich Dutch East Indies and attack Pearl Harbor instead. Goldman credits Tsuji Masanobu, an
influential Japanese officer who instigated the Nomonhan conflict and survived the debacle, with urging his
superiors not to take on the Soviets again in 1941, but instead to go to war with the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Simona Vela:

This book untitled Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory That Shaped World War II to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Yvonne Tetrault:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory
That Shaped World War II it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

Quentin Taylor:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nomonhan, 1939: The Red Army's Victory
That Shaped World War II can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Andrew Gillon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Nomonhan, 1939: The Red
Army's Victory That Shaped World War II.
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