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Why phonics and grammar are not trivial. Why have our political discussions in the United States become so
ugly and pointless? Why are we suffering from such a breakdown in civility? In Not Trivial: How Studying
the Traditional Liberal Arts Can Set You Free, Laurie Endicott Thomas explains that the problem boils down
to education. The word civility originally meant training in the liberal arts. The classical liberal arts were a
set of seven disciplines that were developed largely in ancient Athens to promote productive political
discussions within Athenian democracy. They included three verbal arts (the trivium): grammar, logic, and
rhetoric. They also included four arts of number, space, and time (the quadrivium): mathematics, geometry,
music, and astronomy. These arts helped students learn to think rationally and to express themselves
persuasively. The ancient Romans called these studies the liberal arts because they were considered
appropriate for freeborn men, as opposed to slaves. Slaves were taught only the servile and mechanical arts,
to make them more productive as workers. During the Renaissance, the classical liberal arts curriculum was
supplemented by the humanities, including history, philosophy, literature, and art. Like the liberal arts, the
humanities were intended to promote productive and even pleasant discussions among political decision-
makers. Today, the sciences would have to be added to that curriculum. Thomas explains that the problems
in our political system start in first grade. Our teachers are being trained and often forced to use a method of
reading instruction that does not work. As a result, many children suffer from lifelong problems with
reading. Our teachers are also being pressured to neglect the teaching of grammar. As a result, many children
end up with poor reading comprehension and lifelong problems with logical thinking. Thus, they will have
difficulty in making or appreciating reasonable arguments. Thomas argues that we cannot hope to enjoy
freedom and equality until all children get the kind of education that is appropriate for free people. She
concludes with a clear explanation of what that curriculum would be like.
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From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal
Arts Can Set You Free will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Abel Mulholland:

Here thing why this specific Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal Arts Can Set You Free are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal
Arts Can Set You Free giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal Arts Can Set You Free.
It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café,
or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal Arts Can Set You Free in e-book can be your
alternate.

Robin Almeida:

This Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal Arts Can Set You Free is brand-new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal Arts Can Set You Free can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Andrew Purdie:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal Arts



Can Set You Free as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Not Trivial: How Studying the Traditional Liberal Arts Can Set You Free
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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