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"Part fiction, part overview of 'Aha!' moments in the forward march of physics, Only the Longest Threads
takes readers dramatically through scientific fields such as quantum field theory, electromagnetism,
relativity, quantum mechanics, and string theory. Each idea or concept is explored in an inventive chapter,
each told from a different first-person narrator; the faux emails, letters, and diary entries take place from
1728 to the present day."—Boing Boing, "The Best Books for Nerds from 2014"

"Science is done by real human beings, with human concerns. Only the Longest Threads tells a story that
conveys the human side of science in a way that is as moving as it is accurate."—Sean Carroll, theoretical
physicist at Caltech and author of The Particle at the End of the Universe

Only the Longest Threads will thrill readers with its dramatic and lucid accounts of the great breakthroughs
in the history of physics—classical mechanics, electromagnetism, relativity, quantum mechanics, quantum
field theory, and string theory, each from the viewpoint of a (fictional) witness to the events.

Tasneem Zehra Husain re-imagines the pivotal moments in the history of physics when radical new theories
shifted our perception of the universe, and our place in it. Husain immerses the reader in the immediacy and
excitement of the discoveries—and she guides us as we begin to understand the underlying science and to
grasp the revolutionary step forward each of these milestones represents.

"Tasneem Zehra Husain writes lyrically, poetically about life, love, and physics. I highly recommend this
wonderful book for anyone interested in what physics, and indeed all of science, is about. She masterfully
describes the most momentous moments in physics history with verve and talent."—Amir D. Aczel,
bestselling author of Fermat’s Last Theorem

"A delightful meditation on the development of modern physics, culminating in the discovery of the Higgs.
Husain follows the thread of its creation through a dialog between a journalist and young theory student, and
as seen through the eyes of witnesses."—John Huth, Donner Professor of Science, Harvard University

"Well-written and cleverly constructed, this book takes us on a journey through the history of physics as a
series of fictional adventures, loosely linked by another fiction, the storytellers' emails to each other. Some
books are praised because 'I couldn’t put it down,' but this one merits a deeper reading, one that stops, muses
on, and savors each story before going on to the next. Each one captures not only the emergence of a
significant idea in physics, but also something of the characters, culture, and times surrounding that
development. So take your time, pause to ponder, but persevere, you will be well rewarded!"—Helen R.
Quinn, Physicist, Science Educator, and co-author of The Mystery of the Missing Antimatter, Professor
Emeritus SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory

"How do theoretical physicists think? Tasneem Zehra Husain knows. She knows their purpose, feels their
passions, articulates their frustrations, shares their triumphs. Through the device of fiction Only the Longest
Threads communicates the history of physical thought—its roots in inquisitiveness and essential disinterest
in outcome—with greater clarity than any popular science text."—Michael Duff FRS, Abdus Salam
Professor of Theoretical Physics, Imperial College London



"An artfully constructed journey through space and time."—Freddy Cachazo, Perimeter Institute for
Theoretical Physics

"Husain skillfully weaves a poetic tapestry."—Joseph Mazur, author of Enlightening Symbols

Tasneem Zehra Husain is a writer, educator, and Pakistan’s first female string theorist.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Kohlmeier:

The particular book Only the Longest Threads has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Genoveva Johnson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Only the Longest Threads that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Only
the Longest Threads become your starter.

Debra Davis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Only the Longest Threads why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Stella Carpenter:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Only the Longest Threads is
simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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