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The expansionist Japanese empire annexed the inhabited archipelago of Palau in 1914. The airbase built on
Peleliu Island became a target for attack by the United States in World War II. The Battle over Peleliu offers
an ethnographic study of how Palau and Peleliu were transformed by warring great powers and further
explores how their conflict is remembered differently by the three peoples who shared that experience.

 

Author Stephen C. Murray uses oral histories from Peleliu’s elders to reconstruct the island’s prewar way of
life, offering a fascinating explanation of the role of land and place in island culture. To Palauans, history is
conceived geographically, not chronologically. Land and landmarks are both the substance of history and the
mnemonic triggers that recall the past. Murray then offers a detailed account of the 1944 US invasion against
entrenched Japanese forces on Peleliu, a seventy-four-day campaign that razed villages, farms, ancestral
cemeteries, beaches, and forests, and with them, many of the key nodes of memory and identity.

 

Murray also explores how Islanders’ memories of the battle as shattering their way of life differ radically
from the ways Japanese and Americans remember the engagement in their histories, memoirs, fiction,
monuments, and tours of Peleliu. Determination to retrieve the remains of 11,000 Japanese soldiers from the
caves of Peleliu has driven high-profile civic groups from across the Japanese political spectrum to the
island. Contemporary Japan continues to debate pacifist, right-wing apologist, and other interpretations of its
aggression in Asia and the Pacific. These disputes are exported to Peleliu, and subtly frame how Japanese
commemoration portrays the battle in stone and ritual. Americans, victors in the battle, return to the
archipelago in far fewer numbers. For them, the conflict remains controversial but is most often submerged
into the narrative of “the good war.”

 

The Battle over Peleliu is a study of public memory, and the ways three peoples swept up in conflict struggle
to create a common understanding of the tragedy they share.
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From reader reviews:

Cicely Silber:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Battle over Peleliu:
Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and Culture) book as beginner and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Tina Olsen:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and
Culture), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Arielle Griffin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and
American Memories of War (War, Memory, and Culture) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Jesus Allgood:

This The Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American Memories of War (War, Memory, and
Culture) is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using
great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information



with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Battle over Peleliu: Islander, Japanese, and American
Memories of War (War, Memory, and Culture) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right
but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?
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