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Eric J. Sundquist analyses the powerful role played by folk culture in three major African-American novels
of the early 20th century: James Weldon Johnson's "The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man", Zora
Neale Hurston's "Jonah's Gourd Vine", and Arna Bontemps' "Black Thunder". Sundquist explains how the
survival of cultural traditions originating in Africa and in slavery became a means of historical reflection and
artistic creation for modern writers. He goes on to illustrate and compare the ways in which the three
representative novels use aspects of African-American culture, including the folklore of slavery, Black music
from spirituals to jazz, Black worship and sermonic form, and African-American resistance to slavery and
segregation. "The Hammers of Creation" focuses on the unique narrative form of each of the three novels -
Johnson's fictive autobiography, Hurston's ethnographic commentary combined with personal narrative, and
Bontemps' historical fiction based on Gabriel's slave rebellion - to illustrate the range of fictional strategies
Black writers have employed. Through their attempts to gain cultural integrity, Sundquist explains, these
writers were able to recover and preserve vital aspects of African-American history. Sundquist argues that by
incorporating vernacular culture and the oral tradition into their works, Johnson, Hurston and Bontemps
challenge the primacy of written narrative while creating an African-American literary tradition that links the
world of African ancestors and ante-bellum culture to the world of contemporary letters.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Williams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Hammers of Creation: Folk Culture in Modern African-
American Fiction (Mercer University Lamar Memorial Lectures, No. 35).

Joseph Vargas:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Hammers of Creation:
Folk Culture in Modern African-American Fiction (Mercer University Lamar Memorial Lectures, No. 35) is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Alexandra Robbins:

The reason? Because this The Hammers of Creation: Folk Culture in Modern African-American Fiction
(Mercer University Lamar Memorial Lectures, No. 35) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Enrique Boggs:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Hammers of Creation: Folk Culture in Modern African-
American Fiction (Mercer University Lamar Memorial Lectures, No. 35) can give you a lot of buddies
because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Hammers of Creation: Folk Culture in Modern African-



American Fiction (Mercer University Lamar Memorial Lectures, No. 35).
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