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In this illuminating and evocative exploration of the origin and function of storytelling, the author goes
beyond the work of mythologist Joseph Campbell, arguing that mythmaking evolved as a cultural survival
strategy for coping with the constant fear of being killed and eaten by predators. Beginning nearly two
million years ago in the Pleistocene era, the first stories, Trout argues, functioned as alarm calls, warning
fellow group members about the carnivores lurking in the surroundings. At the earliest period, before the
development of language, these rudimentary "stories" would have been acted out. When language appeared
with the evolution of the ancestral human brain, stories were recited, memorized, and much later written
down as the often bone-chilling myths that have survived to this day.

This book takes the reader through the landscape of world mythology to show how our more recent ancestors
created myths that portrayed animal predators in four basic ways: as monsters, as gods, as benefactors, and
as role models. Each incarnation is a variation of the fear-management technique that enabled early humans
not only to survive but to overcome their potentially incapacitating fear of predators. In the final chapter,
Trout explores the ways in which our visceral fear of predators is played out in the movies, where both
animal and human predators serve to probe and revitalize our capacity to detect and survive danger.

Anyone with an interest in mythology, archaeology, folk tales, and the origins of contemporary storytelling
will find this book an exciting and provocative exploration into the natural and psychological forces that
shaped human culture and gave rise to storytelling and mythmaking.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Barks:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Deadly Powers: Animal
Predators and the Mythic Imagination book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Melinda Gregory:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination book is readable
by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of
Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination content conveys thinking easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as
it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Irma Murray:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic
Imagination, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Carolyn Scott:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list is actually Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic
Imagination. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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