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Twentieth-century political philosopher Eric Voegelin is best known as a severe critic of modernity. Much of
his work argues that modernity is a Gnostic revolt against the fundamental structure of reality. For Voegelin,
“Gnosticism” is the belief that human beings can transform the nature of reality through secret knowledge
and social action, and he considered it the crux of the crisis of modernity. As Voegelin struggled with this
crisis throughout his career, he never wavered in his judgment that philosophers of the modern continental
tradition were complicit in the Gnostic revolt of modernity.
But while Voegelin’s analysis of those philosophers is at times scathing, his work also bears marks of their
influence, and Voegelin has much more in common with the theorists of the modern continental tradition
than is usually recognized. Eric Voegelin and the Continental Tradition: Explorations in Modern Political
Thought evaluates this political philosopher—one of the most original and influential thinkers of our
time—by examining his relationship to the modern continental tradition in philosophy, from Kant to Derrida.
In a compelling introduction, editors Lee Trepanier and Steven F. McGuire present a review of the
trajectories of Voegelin’s thought and outline what often is portrayed as his derisive critique of modernity.
Soon, however, they begin to unravel the similarities between Voegelin’s thought and the work of other
thinkers in the continental tradition. The subsequent chapters explore these possible connections by
examining Voegelin’s intellectual relationship to individual thinkers, including Hegel, Schelling,
Kierkegaard, Heidegger, and Gadamer.
The essays in this volume go beyond Voegelin’s own reading of the modern philosophers to offer a
reevaluation of his relationship to those thinkers. In Eric Voegelin and the Continental Tradition, Voegelin’s
attempt to grapple with the crisis of modernity becomes clearer, and his contribution to the modern
continental tradition is illuminated. The book features the work of both established and emerging Voegelin
scholars, and the essays were chosen to present thoughtful and balanced assessments of both Voegelin’s
thought and the ideas of the other thinkers considered. As the first volume to examine the relationship—and
surprising commonalities—between Voegelin’s philosophy and the continental tradition as a whole, this text
will be of interest not only to Voegelin disciples but to philosophers engaged by continental modernism and
all disciplines of political philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

The experience that you get from Eric Voegelin and the Continental Tradition: Explorations in Modern
Political Thought (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) will be the more deep you digging the information that
hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Eric Voegelin and the Continental Tradition: Explorations in Modern Political Thought
(ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this Eric Voegelin and the Continental Tradition: Explorations in
Modern Political Thought (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) instantly.

Augustine Klotz:

The book untitled Eric Voegelin and the Continental Tradition: Explorations in Modern Political Thought
(ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality
of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Eric
Voegelin and the Continental Tradition: Explorations in Modern Political Thought (ERIC VOEGELIN INST
SERIES) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

John Charles:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Eric Voegelin and
the Continental Tradition: Explorations in Modern Political Thought (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES)
which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Dennis Ross:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Eric Voegelin and the Continental Tradition: Explorations in Modern
Political Thought (ERIC VOEGELIN INST SERIES) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era



like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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