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For medieval Latin Christendom, authoritative texts such as the Bible and the writings of the Fathers of the
Church provided a skeleton that gave form to Christian perceptions of Jews and Judaism. Eye-witness
testimony, hearsay, reports of converts from Judaism, and the testimony of dreams, visions, and miraculous
events helped fill in the body with concrete detail. In this newest work, renowned author and scholar Irven
Resnick explores the additional support drawn from medieval science. Resnick presents a captivating study
of long-held medieval scientific theories that predisposed Jews to certain types of offensive behavior or even
to communicate certain illnesses and disease. By arguing for a Jewish "nature" dictated by specific physical
characteristics, medieval scientific authorities contributed to growing fears of a Jewish threat.

Through the use of several illustrations from illuminated manuscripts and other media, Resnick engages
readers in a discussion of the later medieval notion of Jewish difference. Externally, these differences were
evidenced by marks that physically distinguished Jews?and especially Jewish males?from their Christian
neighbors, for example the mark of circumcision. Internally, their melancholy humoral complexion, further
weakened by the Jews' dietary restrictions, was thought to dictate their temperament and sexual mores, and
to incline them toward leprosy, bleeding hemorrhoids, and other infirmities. These differences were viewed
by some as ineradicable, even following religious conversion; or, at best, erasable with only the greatest
difficulty over several generations.

This work clarifies that the one doctrine of modern anti-Semitism typically thought to distinguish it so
clearly from medieval anti-Judaism?the impossibility of escaping one's identity as a Jew even through
religious conversion?had begun to appear by the end of the Middle Ages.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Irven M. Resnick is professor of philosophy and religion, and Chair of Excellence in Judaic Studies at the
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. He is a corresponding fellow at the Ingeborg Rennert Center for
Jerusalem Studies at Bar-Ilan University and a senior associate at the Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish
Studies. His most recent publications include translations of Albert the Great's Questions concerning
Aristotle's "On Animals"; Petrus Alfonsi's Dialogue Against the Jews; and Peter Damian's Letters, all
published in the Fathers of the Church Mediaeval Continuation Series by CUA Press.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK

"This is a book of generous profusion. It should be read not just by those interested in medieval Jews, but by
all concerned to understand the fears that lead majorities to persecute minorities as an enemy within."
?Catholic Historical Review
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Marks of Distinction: Christian Perceptions of Jews in the
High Middle Ages. Try to make book Marks of Distinction: Christian Perceptions of Jews in the High
Middle Ages as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Fabiola Gaylor:

Often the book Marks of Distinction: Christian Perceptions of Jews in the High Middle Ages has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Micah Best:

The reason? Because this Marks of Distinction: Christian Perceptions of Jews in the High Middle Ages is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

David Rivera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Marks of Distinction: Christian
Perceptions of Jews in the High Middle Ages.
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