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Grafton Tyler Brown—whose heritage was likely one-eighth African American—finessed his way through
San Francisco society by passing for white. Working in an environment hostile to African American
achievement, Brown became a successful commercial artist and businessman in the rough-and-tumble gold
rush era and the years after the Civil War. Best known for his bird’s-eye cityscapes, he also produced and
published maps, charts, and business documents, and he illustrated books, sheet music, advertisements, and
labels for cans and other packaging.

This biography by a distinguished California historian gives an underappreciated artist and his work
recognition long overdue. Focusing on Grafton Tyler Brown’s lithography and his life in nineteenth-century
San Francisco, Robert J. Chandler offers a study equally fascinating as a business and cultural history and as
an introduction to Brown the artist.

Chandler’s contextualization of Brown’s career goes beyond the issue of race. Showing how Brown survived
and flourished as a businessman, Chandler offers unique insight into the growth of printing and publishing in
California and the West. He examines the rise of lithography, its commercial and cultural importance, and
the competition among lithographic companies. He also analyzes Brown’s work and style, comparing it to
the products of rival firms.

Brown was not respected as a fine artist until after his death. Collectors of western art and Americana now
recognize the importance of Californiana and of Brown’s work, some of which depicts Portland and the
Pacific Northwest, and they will find Chandler’s checklist, descriptions, and reproductions of Brown’s
ephemera—including billheads and maps—as uniquely valuable as Chandler’s contribution to the cultural
and commercial history of California. In an afterword, historian Shirley Ann Wilson Moore discusses the
circumstances and significance of passing in nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

John Judge:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular San Francisco Lithographer:
African American Artist Grafton Tyler Brown (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and
Photography of the American West) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Leroy Ange:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely San Francisco Lithographer: African American Artist Grafton Tyler Brown (The
Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West).

Bonnie Abramowitz:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love San Francisco Lithographer: African American
Artist Grafton Tyler Brown (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American
West), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Nicole Williams:

This San Francisco Lithographer: African American Artist Grafton Tyler Brown (The Charles M. Russell
Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this San Francisco
Lithographer: African American Artist Grafton Tyler Brown (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art
and Photography of the American West) can be the light food for you personally because the information



inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life and knowledge.
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