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We think of the nineteenth century as an active age--the age of colonial expansion, revolutions, and railroads,
of great exploration and the Great Exhibition. But in reading the works of Romantic and Victorian writers
one notices a conflict, what Stefanie Markovits terms "a crisis of action." In her book, The Crisis of Action
in Nineteenth-Century English Literature, Markovits maps out this conflict by focusing on four writers:
William Wordsworth, Arthur Hugh Clough, George Eliot, and Henry James. Each chapter offers a "case-
study" that demonstrates how specific historical contingencies--including reaction to the French Revolution,
laissez-faire economic practices, changes in religious and scientific beliefs, and shifts in women's roles--
made people in the period hypersensitive to the status of action and its literary co-relative, plot. By
emphasizing the importance of inaction--both frustrated action and internalized action--Markovits shows
how the Victorian psychological novel develops out of Romantic poetry. But her concerns are ethical as well
as generic. Aristotelian models of development see character as the product of actions. Yet in the writings
considered, perceptions of characters come not from what they do, but from what they cannot do. This shift
has moral consequences: must one do the right thing, or is it enough to will it? How does literary work relate
to this question? Through an historically sensitive analysis, Markovits reinvests the idea of action with its
Victorian weightiness.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Olsen:

This The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU without we comprehend teach the one
who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The CRISIS OF
ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The CRISIS OF
ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Lynn Lambert:

Here thing why that The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with
The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The CRISIS OF ACTION IN
NINETEENTH-CENTU in e-book can be your choice.

Jean McCallum:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The CRISIS OF ACTION IN
NINETEENTH-CENTU is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Emily Boyd:

This The CRISIS OF ACTION IN NINETEENTH-CENTU is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The CRISIS OF ACTION IN
NINETEENTH-CENTU can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is
easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I



mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide
is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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