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What makes fashionistas willing to pay a small fortune for a particular designer accessory? Why does a
special occasion only become really special when a champagne cork pops? Why are diamonds the status
symbol gemstone, instantly signifying wealth, power, and even emotional commitment?

Writing with great élan, one of the foremost authorities on seventeenth-century French culture provides the
answer to these and other fascinating questions in her account of how, at one glittering moment in history,
the French under Louis XIV set the standards of sophistication, style, and glamour that still rule our lives
today. Joan DeJean takes us back to the birth of haute cuisine, the first appearance of celebrity hairdressers,
chic cafés, nightlife, and fashion in elegant dress that extended well beyond the limited confines of court
circles. And Paris was the magical center -- the destination of travelers all across Europe.

Full of wit, dash, and verve, The Essence of Style will delight fans of history and everybody who wonders
about the elusive definition of good taste.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a book. The book The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes,
Style, Sophistication, and Glamour it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Carolyn Foley:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic
Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Ronald Dotson:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Essence of Style: How the French
Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour can be the answer, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jonathan Baker:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food,
Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour can make you sense more interested to read.
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