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Loss and mourning loom over John Lennon's life and legacy. Since his tragic death in 1980, he has embodied
our culture's feelings of loss; he has become an object of mourning, of fantasy, of desire. Lennon himself
created an aesthetic vocabulary for dealing with loss, pain, and loneliness that is unparalleled in modern
times. His personal crises reflect core dimensions of modern social experience, in particular transformations
affecting sexuality, masculinity, identity, and fatherhood. In this provocative account, Anthony Elliott places
Lennon's life and career in its social context, examining the ways the ex-Beatle has come to symbolize an
entire culture's struggle to mourn.

Elliott interweaves broad-ranging discussions of celebrity, pop music, politics, feminism, psychoanalysis,
and postmodernism with in-depth analyses of Lennon's life and art. Beginning with a brilliant reading of
Albert Goldman's bestselling biography, he moves to the loneliness and pain of Lennon's childhood,
developing a powerful analysis of songs such as "Strawberry Fields Forever" and "I Am the Walrus." From
"Help" to "Mother" to "I'm Losing You," he contends that a consistent exploration of pain and loss in the
wider emotional and political world is evident in the body of Lennon's works.

Elliott explores the complex, contradictory role of love in Lennon's life, with a particular focus on the themes
of guilt and grief, sexuality and desire. He gives careful attention to Lennon's personal relationships—from
his marriage to Cynthia Powell to his extraordinary romance with Yoko Ono. Elliott also offers a fresh
consideration of Lennon's commitment to radical politics and world peace; a detailed account of his
withdrawal from public life and his time as a house-husband in the late 1970s; and an examination of the
postmodern, hi-tech "reunion" of The Beatles in 1994, in which John Lennon magically returned from the
dead for the recording of "Free as a Bird" and "Real Love."

By exploring the ways we remember Lennon—from the endless repackaging of his music to the more
serious reappraisals of his significance in contemporary culture—we come to see this modern icon, as well as
ourselves, in a new and different light.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Yowell:

The book The Mourning of John Lennon can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Mourning of John
Lennon? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Mourning of John Lennon has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Buffington:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Mourning of John Lennon to read.

Jeffrey Chambers:

This The Mourning of John Lennon book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
The Mourning of John Lennon without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Mourning of John Lennon can bring once you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This The Mourning of John Lennon having great arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kelley Hardy:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Mourning of John Lennon can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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