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An extraordinary American comes to life in this vivid, groundbreaking portrait of the early days of the
republic--and the birth of modern politics

When the roar of the Revolution had finally died down, a new generation of American politicians was
summoned to the Potomac to assemble the nation's newly minted capital. Into that unsteady atmosphere,
which would soon enough erupt into another conflict with Britain in 1812, Dolley Madison arrived,
alongside her husband, James. Within a few years, she had mastered both the social and political intricacies
of the city, and by her death in 1849 was the most celebrated person in Washington. And yet, to most
Americans, she's best known for saving a portrait from the burning White House, or as the namesake for a
line of ice cream.
Why did her contemporaries give so much adulation to a lady so little known today? In A Perfect Union,
Catherine Allgor reveals that while Dolley's gender prevented her from openly playing politics, those very
constraints of womanhood allowed her to construct an American democratic ruling style, and to achieve her
husband's political goals. And the way that she did so--by emphasizing cooperation over coercion, building
bridges instead of bunkers--has left us with not only an important story about our past but a model for a
modern form of politics.

Introducing a major new American historian, A Perfect Union is both an illuminating portrait of an unsung
founder of our democracy, and a vivid account of a little-explored time in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the A Perfect Union: Dolley
Madison and the Creation of the American Nation is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Shanon Stephens:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading
a e-book. The book A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Olga Snider:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and
the Creation of the American Nation, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Betsy Haley:

You can get this A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways



for you.
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