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W. E. B. Du Bois never felt so at home as when he was a student at the University of Berlin. But Du Bois
was also American to his core, scarred but not crippled by the racial humiliations of his homeland. In Lines
of Descent, Kwame Anthony Appiah traces the twin lineages of Du Bois' American experience and German
apprenticeship, showing how they shaped the great African-American scholar's ideas of race and social
identity.

At Harvard, Du Bois studied with such luminaries as William James and George Santayana, scholars whose
contributions were largely intellectual. But arriving in Berlin in 1892, Du Bois came under the tutelage of
academics who were also public men. The economist Adolf Wagner had been an advisor to Otto von
Bismarck. Heinrich von Treitschke, the historian, served in the Reichstag, and the economist Gustav von
Schmoller was a member of the Prussian state council. These scholars united the rigorous study of history
with political activism and represented a model of real-world engagement that would strongly influence Du
Bois in the years to come.

With its romantic notions of human brotherhood and self-realization, German culture held a potent allure for
Du Bois. Germany, he said, was the first place white people had treated him as an equal. But the prevalence
of anti-Semitism allowed Du Bois no illusions that the Kaiserreich was free of racism. His challenge, says
Appiah, was to take the best of German intellectual life without its parochialism--to steal the fire without
getting burned.
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From reader reviews:

Emma O\'Neill:

The reserve untitled Lines of Descent: W. E. B. Du Bois and the Emergence of Identity (The W. E. B. Du
Bois Lectures) is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Lines of Descent: W. E. B. Du
Bois and the Emergence of Identity (The W. E. B. Du Bois Lectures) from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Mary Barrientes:

The book with title Lines of Descent: W. E. B. Du Bois and the Emergence of Identity (The W. E. B. Du
Bois Lectures) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Luther Jensen:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Lines of Descent: W. E. B. Du Bois and the Emergence of
Identity (The W. E. B. Du Bois Lectures) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well
as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

John Day:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Lines of
Descent: W. E. B. Du Bois and the Emergence of Identity (The W. E. B. Du Bois Lectures) provide you with
a new experience in studying a book.
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