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What should we call the wild animals we spot from our windows? A surfeit of skunks? A dray of squirrels?
A patient watch of wildlife enthusiasts might even catch sight of a skulk of foxes or a scavenging sloth of
bears. The practice of inventing collective nouns for animals is an ancient pastime which derives from
medieval hunts, but the list has been augmented in every age—and it remains an entertaining pastime today.

A Barrel of Monkeys brings together more than one hundred collective nouns for animals, from a bloat of
hippopotamuses to a caravan of camels, a tower of giraffes, and a leap of leopards. The rivalry between male
rhinoceroses becomes especially apt when the rowdy ungulates are characterized as a crash of rhinos.  An
ambush of tigers is an apt characterization of the skillful hunters that silently stalk their prey. A blend of
wordplay, puns, and alliteration, some of the terms collected here are now commonplace, like a pride of
lions. Others aren’t heard much these days, but many—like a dazzle of zebras or a prickle of
porcupines—richly deserve a comeback.

With charming illustrations by the eighteenth-century artist and naturalist Thomas Bewick, A Barrel of
Monkeys is the perfect follow-up to A Conspiracy of Ravens, the Bodleian Library’s book of bird words. Not
even a crash of rhinos can stop readers from smiling at this second collection.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

The knowledge that you get from A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium
of Collective Nouns for Animals giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals instantly.

Donna Bledsoe:

A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Adam Cuyler:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Barrel of Monkeys: A
Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

James Voyles:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book A Barrel of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective
Nouns for Animals was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Barrel
of Monkeys: A Compendium of Collective Nouns for Animals has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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