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This volume argues that Jack London's Martin Eden and Henry Adams' The Education of Henry Adams are
two of the first works in American literature to embody the motif of existentialism. The development of the
existential dilemmain each work will be supported through references to earlier European existentialist
writers, with Nietzsche as afocal point.The 19th century fin de siécle was atime of tremendous change, both
materially and philosophically. The dawn of the last century was atime of great wealth and imperialistic
expansion for Western civilization, but also atime in which the seeds were sown for later military conflict;
the enormity of which the world had never witnessed before. From the vantage point of the post-World War
years, the materialism of the fin de siécle was a decorative fagade that concealed from view the underlying
reality of the human abyss. The outbreak of the First World War changed all of that, and the two works
examined here anticipated that change. Henry James described the underlying reality of the fin de siecle
when he remarked: "To have to take it all now for what the treacherous years were all the while making for
and meaning is too tragic for any words." Henry Adams and Jack London mirror this sentiment in their
respective works by depicting the philosophical turbulence of the 19th century fin de siécle.
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From reader reviews:
Douglas Quintanar:

The book Martin Eden and The Education of Henry Adams: The Advent of Existentialism in American
Literature gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make examining a book Martin Eden and The Education of Henry Adams: The
Advent of Existentialism in American Literature being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or al subjects. Y ou can know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Martin Eden and The Education of Henry Adams: The
Advent of Existentialism in American Literature. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

PhillisRies:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Martin Eden and The Education of
Henry Adams. The Advent of Existentialism in American Literature is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Katie Grossi:

Isit you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Martin Eden and The Education of Henry
Adams: The Advent of Existentialism in American Literature can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand-new erais common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Cliff Boyd:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that.
What you need to do isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some
books. One of many booksin the top listing in your reading list is usually Martin Eden and The Education of
Henry Adams: The Advent of Existentialism in American Literature. This book whichis qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review
this publication you can get many advantages.
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