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In this extensive update of his definitive reference, Charles D. Michener reveals a diverse fauna that numbers
more than 17,000 species and ranges from the common honeybee to rare bees that feed on the pollen of a
single type of plant. With many new facts, reclassifications, and revisions, the second edition of The Bees of
the World provides the most comprehensive treatment of the 1,200 genera and subgenera of the Apiformes.
Included are hundreds of updated citations to work published since the appearance of the first edition and a
new set of plates of fossil bees.

The book begins with extensive introductory sections that include bee evolution, classification of the various
bee families, the coevolution of bees and flowering plants, nesting behavior, differences between solitary and
social bees, and the anatomy of these amazing insects. Drawing on modern studies and evidence from the
fossil record, Michener reveals what the ancestral bee?the protobee?might have looked like. He also cites the
major literature on bee biology and describes the need for further research on the systematics and natural
history of bees, including their importance as pollinators of crops and natural vegetation. The greater part of
the work consists of an unprecedented treatment of bee systematics, with keys for identification to the
subgenus level. For each genus and subgenus, Michener includes a brief natural history describing
geographical range, number of species, and noteworthy information pertaining to nesting or floral biology.

The book is beautifully illustrated with more than 500 drawings and photographs that depict behavior,
detailed morphology, and ecology. Accented with color plates of select bees, The Bees of the World will
continue to be the world's best reference on these diverse insects.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Bennett:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Bees of the
World? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Marjorie Wright:

The publication with title The Bees of the World contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You
can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Terrie Delgadillo:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Bees of the World can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Carol Smith:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide The Bees of the World was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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