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What does it mean for a cinematic work to be "Chinese"? Does it refer specifically to a work's subject, or
does it also reflect considerations of language, ethnicity, nationality, ideology, or political orientation? Such
questions make any single approach to a vast field like "Chinese cinema" difficult at best. Accordingly, The
Oxford Handbook of Chinese Cinemas situates the term more broadly among various different phases,
genres, and distinct national configurations, while taking care to address the consequences of grouping
together so many disparate histories under a single banner.

Offering both a platform for cross-disciplinary dialogue and a mapping of Chinese cinema as an expanded
field, this Handbook presents thirty-three essays by leading researchers and scholars intent on yielding new
insights and new analyses using three different methodologies. Chapters in Part I investigate the historical
periodizations of the field through changing notions of national and political identity -- all the way from the
industry's beginnings in the 1920s up to its current forms in contemporary Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the
global diaspora. Chapters in Part II feature studies centered on the field's taxonomical formalities, including
such topics as the role of the Chinese opera in technological innovation, the political logic of the "Maoist
film," and the psychoanalytic formula of the kung fu action film. Finally, in Part III, focus is given to the
structural elements that comprise a work's production, distribution, and reception to reveal the broader
cinematic apparatuses within which these works are positioned. Taken together, the multipronged approach
supports a wider platform beyond the geopolitical and linguistic limitations in existing scholarship.

Expertly edited to illustrate a representative set of up to date topics and approaches, The Oxford Handbook of
Chinese Cinemas provides a vital addition to a burgeoning field still in its formative stages.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Freeman:

The knowledge that you get from The Oxford Handbook of Chinese Cinemas (Oxford Handbooks) may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Oxford Handbook of Chinese
Cinemas (Oxford Handbooks) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this The Oxford Handbook of Chinese Cinemas (Oxford Handbooks) instantly.

Shane McKeel:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Oxford Handbook of Chinese Cinemas (Oxford Handbooks), it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

James Bassler:

Often the book The Oxford Handbook of Chinese Cinemas (Oxford Handbooks) has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Valerie Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Oxford Handbook of Chinese
Cinemas (Oxford Handbooks) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question The Oxford
Handbook of Chinese Cinemas (Oxford Handbooks) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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