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“James Polk’s portrait of America is riveting . . . his arguments are sound and convincing. An important,
fascinating book written with a strong message.”—Norm Goldman, Bookpleasures.com

It is James Polk’s belief that North Americans have largely abandoned the public sphere for the sake of
individual fortune. In The Triumph of Ignorance and Bliss, he examines the foundations of a culture that he
sees as favoring firepower over diplomacy, passions from the pulpit over rational critique, and the star appeal
of media idols over the struggle with real problems. Where engaged public discourse should channel
effective dissent, there is ignorance; where public outrage should ignite corrective action to oppose the status
quo, there is bliss.

Polk portrays a society sidetracked by television-inspired fantasies of fame, fun, and perfect bodies; where
public school systems are close to collapse; where millions live without health insurance; where tax policies
openly favor the wealthiest; where corporations brazenly take control, not only of decision-making
processes, but also of the very means by which issues, content, and public priorities are defined,
communicated, and dealt with; where the optimism of the past has been replaced by a sense of despair and
foreboding because of abuses of trust.

Deeply influenced by both the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory and twentieth-century phenomenology,
James Polk holds a PhD in philosophy for his work on Immanuel Kant and Martin Heidegger. Other
publications include essays and translations in social philosophy and comparative social history. Polk
currently teaches at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America as the
daily resource information.

Louis Clark:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Truimph of
Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public
Americais the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of
this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Ann Gonzalez:

Exactly why? Because this Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Farah McCune:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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