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Islamic allegory is the product of a cohesive literary tradition to which few contributed as significantly as Ibn
Sina (Avicenna), the eleventh-century Muslim philosopher. Peter Heath here offers a detailed examination of
Avicenna's contribution, paying special attention to Avicenna's psychology and poetics and to the ways in
which they influenced strains of theological, mystical, and literary thought in subsequent Islamic—and
Western—intellectual and religious history.

Heath begins by showing how Avicenna's writings fit into the context and general history of Islamic allegory
and explores the interaction among allegory, allegoresis, and philosophy in Avicenna's thought. He then
provides a brief introduction to Avicenna as an historical figure. From there, he examines the ways in which
Avicenna's cosmological, psychological, and epistemological theories find parallel, if diverse, expression in
the disparate formats of philosophical and allegorical narration. Included in this book is an illustration of
Avicenna's allegorical practice. This takes the form of a translation of the Mi'raj Nama (The Book of the
Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven), a short treatise in Persian generally attributed to Avicenna.

The text concludes with an investigation of the literary dimension Avicenna's allegorical theory and practice
by examining his use of description metaphor. Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna is an original and
important work that breaks new ground by applying the techniques of modern literary criticism to the study
of Medieval Islamic philosophy. It will be of interest to scholars and students of medieval Islamic and
Western literature and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

The book Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet
Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Allegory and Philosophy in
Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The
Middle Ages Series) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and
read a e-book Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the
Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Russell Bussey:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn
Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages
Series) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Pam Gray:

Often the book Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the
Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series) will bring someone to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn
Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages
Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Steve Franklin:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Allegory and Philosophy in
Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The



Middle Ages Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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