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George Catlin gained renown for his nineteenth-century paintings of Indians and their lands, sympathetic
portraits that counterbalanced those of other Americans eager to conquer and dominate both. In this first
book to probe the attitudes that shaped and constrained Catlin's career, John Hausdoerffer argues that,
despite his sympathies, Catlin's work embodied the same prevailing sentiment toward Nature that sanctioned
Indian removal and thus undercut his own alternate vision for westward expansion.

Some see Catlin as an ethical spokesman for Indians, others as a mere exploiter. Hausdoerffer steers a middle
course, recognizing Catlin as an entrepreneur without invalidating his ethical perceptions. Yet through a
close reading of Catlin's writings, Hausdoerffer adjusts interpretations of Catlin as a proto-environmentalist
and friend of the Indian, arguing that contradictions in his work reveal his failure to comprehend his own
complicity in Native America's demise.

Hausdoerffer examines key events from Catlin's career to show how his work consistently teeters between
resistance and consent to nineteenth-century ideologies of Nature. He reviews Catlin's decision to devote his
talents to Native American concerns, his journey west to document "vanishing" lifeways, his presentation of
his findings to American audiences, and his performance of his work in Europe. He also shows the
importance of Yellowstone National Park in understanding Catlin, given his vision for it as a means of
preserving what is essential about environments and cultures.

Exploring the tension between Catlin's search for success and his awareness of the plight of his subjects,
Hausdoerffer argues that Catlin's tacit acceptance of the inevitable demise of Native culture undermined his
interest in fomenting political change. Catlin's lament for the vanishing Indian combined with his belief that
art preserves the essence of nature ultimately contradicted his hopes for Indian justice and environmental
preservation.

Catlin's Lament challenges views of Catlin's career as an ethical downfall, revealing instead a complexity of
character that complicates views of dissent in the Jacksonian era. More important, it questions underlying
assumptions of Manifest Destiny, showing that they were so deeply set in American life that even critics of
the age helped perpetuate them.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest
Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Laurence Asher:

This Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Jerry Montgomery:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the Ethics of Nature provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Williams Carter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Catlin's Lament: Indians, Manifest Destiny, and the
Ethics of Nature.
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