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It's nineteen fifty-something, in a dark, cramped, smoke-filled room. Everyone's wearing black. And on-stage
a tenor is blowing his heart out, a searching, jagged saxophone journey played out against a moody, walking
bass and the swish of a drummer's brushes. To a great many listeners--from African American aficionados of
the period to a whole new group of fans today--this is the very embodiment of jazz. It is also quintessential
hard bop. In this, the first thorough study of the subject, jazz expert and enthusiast David H. Rosenthal
vividly examines the roots, traditions, explorations and permutations, personalities and recordings of a
climactic period in jazz history.
Beginning with hard bop's origins as an amalgam of bebop and R&B, Rosenthal narrates the growth of a
movement that embraced the heavy beat and bluesy phrasing of such popular artists as Horace Silver and
Cannonball Adderley; the stark, astringent, tormented music of saxophonists Jackie McLean and Tina
Brooks; the gentler, more lyrical contributions of trumpeter Art Farmer, pianists Hank Jones and Tommy
Flanagan, composers Benny Golson and Gigi Gryce; and such consciously experimental and truly one-of-a-
kind players and composers as Andrew Hill, Sonny Rollins, John Coltrane, Thelonious Monk, and Charles
Mingus. Hard bop welcomed all influences--whether Gospel, the blues, Latin rhythms, or Debussy and
Ravel--into its astonishingly creative, hard-swinging orbit. Although its emphasis on expression and
downright "badness" over technical virtuosity was unappreciated by critics, hard bop was the music of black
neighborhoods and the last jazz movement to attract the most talented young black musicians.
Fortunately, records were there to catch it all. The years between 1955 and 1965 are unrivaled in jazz history
for the number of milestones on vinyl. Miles Davis's Kind of Blue, Charles Mingus's Mingus Ah Um,
Thelonious Monk's Brilliant Corners, Horace Silver's Further Explorations--Rosenthal gives a perceptive
cut-by-cut analysis of these and other jazz masterpieces, supplying an essential discography as well. For
knowledgeable jazz-lovers and novices alike, Hard Bop is a lively, multi-dimensional, much-needed
examination of the artists, the milieus, and above all the sounds of one of America's great musical epochs.
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From reader reviews:

Ben Hernandez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Hard Bop: Jazz
and Black Music 1955-1965? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have different opinion?

Keith Dunn:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music
1955-1965. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Janelle Ramirez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
remain than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of
Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

John Johnson:

Beside that Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Hard Bop: Jazz and Black Music 1955-1965 because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!
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