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“Talking turkey” about the bird you thought you knew

 

Fondly remembered as the centerpiece of family Thanksgiving reunions, the turkey is a cultural symbol as

well as a multi-billion dollar industry. As a bird, dinner, commodity, and as a national icon, the turkey has

become as American as the bald eagle (with which it actually competed for supremacy on national insignias).

 

Food historian Andrew F. Smith’s sweeping and multifaceted history of Meleagris gallopavo separates fact

from fiction, serving as both a solid historical reference and a fascinating general read. With his

characteristic wit and insatiable curiosity, Smith presents the turkey in ten courses, beginning with the bird

itself (actually several different species of turkey) flying through the wild. The Turkey subsequently includes

discussions of practically every aspect of the iconic bird, including the wild turkey in early America, how it

came to be called “turkey,” domestication, turkey mating habits, expansion into Europe, stuffing, conditions

in modern industrial turkey factories, its surprising commercial history of boom and bust, and its eventual

ascension to holiday mainstay.  

 

As one of the easiest of foods to cook, the turkey’s culinary possibilities have been widely explored if little

noted.  The second half of the book collects an amazing array of over one hundred historical and modern

turkey recipes from across America and Europe.  From sandwiches to salmagundi, you’ll find detailed

instructions on nearly every variation on the turkey. Historians will enjoy a look back at the varied appetites

of their ancestors and seasoned cooks will have an opportunity to reintroduce a familiar food in forgotten

ways.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Loris Beal:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Christopher Melendez:

The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Turkey: AN AMERICAN
STORY (The Food Series) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial thinking.

Jon Watson:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book The Turkey: AN AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series) we can have more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Turkey: AN
AMERICAN STORY (The Food Series). You can more appealing than now.
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