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In many ways, the Northern soldier in the Civil War fought as if he had never left home. On campsites and
battlefields, the Union volunteer adapted to military life with attitudes shaped by networks of family
relationships, in units of men from the same hometown. Understanding these links between the homes the
troops | eft behind and the war they had to fight, writes Reid Mitchell, offers critical insight into how they
thought, fought, and persevered through four bloody years of combat.

In The Vacant Chair, Mitchell draws on the letters, diaries, and memoirs of common soldiers to show how
mid-nineteenth-century ideas and images of the home and family shaped the union soldier's approach to
everything from military discipline to battlefield bravery. For hundreds of thousands of "boys," as they called
themselves, the Union army was an extension of their home and childhood experiences. Many experienced
the war as a coming-of-age rite, atest of such manly virtues as self-control, endurance, and courage. They
served in companies recruited from the same communities, and they wrote letters reporting on each other's
performance--conscious that their own behavior in the army would affect their reputations back home. So,
too, were they deeply affected by letters from their families, as wives and mothers complained of suffering or
demanded greater valor. Mitchell aso shows how this hometown basis for volunteer units eroded respect for
military rank, as men served with officers they saw as equals: "Lieut Col Dewey introduced Hugh T Reid,"
one sergeant wrote dryly, "by saying, '‘Boys, behold your colonel,' and we _beheld_him." In return, officers
usually adopted paternalist attitudes toward their "boys'--especialy in the case of white officers
commanding black soldiers. Mitchell goes on to look at the role of women in the soldiers' experiences, from
the feminine center of their own households to their hatred of Confederate women as "she-devils."

The intimate relations and inner life of the Union soldier, the author writes, tell us much about how and why
he kept fighting through four bloody years--and why demoralization struck the Confederate soldier asthe
war penetrated the South, threatening his home and family while he was at the front. "The Northern soldier
did not simply experience the war as a husband, son, father, or brother--he fought that way aswell," he
writes. "That was part of his strength. The Confederate soldier fought the war the same way, and, in the end,
that proved part of his weakness." The Vacant Chair uncovers this critical chapter in the Civil War
experience, showing how the Union soldier saw--and won--our most costly conflict.
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From reader reviews:
Roger Ruelas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Vacant Chair: The Northern Soldier Leaves Home. Try to make book
The Vacant Chair: The Northern Soldier L eaves Home as your good friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel aone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, itis
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Holly Taylor:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare timeto
take awander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
Vacant Chair: The Northern Soldier Leaves Home? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have other opinion?

Mary Gilbert:

Reading a book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Vacant Chair: The Northern Soldier Leaves Home, you can tells your family, friends
and soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Rebbecca Farley:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Vacant Chair: The Northern Soldier

L eaves Home can be good book to read. May beit isusually best activity to you.
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