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From one of our most perceptive and provocative voices comes a deeply researched account of the last
days of Susan Sontag, Sigmund Freud, John Updike, Dylan Thomas, Maurice Sendak, and James
Salter—an arresting and wholly original meditation on mortality.

In The Violet Hour, Katie Roiphe takes an unexpected and liberating approach to the most unavoidable of
subjects. She investigates the last days of six great thinkers, writers, and artists as they come to terms with
the reality of approaching death, or what T. S. Eliot called “the evening hour that strives Homeward, and
brings the sailor home from sea.”

Roiphe draws on her own extraordinary research and access to the family, friends, and caretakers of her
subjects. Here is Susan Sontag, the consummate public intellectual, who finds her commitment to rational
thinking tested during her third bout with cancer. Roiphe takes us to the hospital room where, after receiving
the worst possible diagnosis, seventy-six-year-old John Updike begins writing a poem. She vividly re-creates
the fortnight of almost suicidal excess that culminated in Dylan Thomas’s fatal collapse at the Chelsea Hotel.
She gives us a bracing portrait of Sigmund Freud fleeing Nazi-occupied Vienna only to continue in his
London exile the compulsive cigar smoking that he knows will hasten his decline. And she shows us how
Maurice Sendak’s beloved books for children are infused with his lifelong obsession with death, if you know
where to look.

The Violet Hour is a book filled with intimate and surprising revelations. In the final acts of each of these
creative geniuses are examples of courage, passion, self-delusion, pointless suffering, and superb devotion.
There are also moments of sublime insight and understanding where the mind creates its own comfort. As
the author writes, “If it’s nearly impossible to capture the approach of death in words, who would have the
most hope of doing it?” By bringing these great writers’ final days to urgent, unsentimental life, Katie
Roiphe helps us to look boldly in the face of death and be less afraid.

Praise for The Violet Hour

“A beautiful book . . . The intensity of these passages—the depth of research, the acute sensitivity for
declarative moments—is deeply beguiling.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Profound, poetic and—yes—comforting.”—People

“Unconventional, engaging . . . [The Violet Hour] is at once scholarly, literary, juicy—and unabashedly
personal.”—Los Angeles Times

“Enveloping . . . I read it in bed, at the kitchen table, while walking down the street. . . . ‘What normal person
wants to blunder into this hushed and sacred space?’ she asks. But the answer is all of us, and Ms. Roiphe
does it with grace.”—Jennifer Senior, The New York Times

“A beautiful and provocative meditation on mortality.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune

“A tender yet penetrating look at the final days . . . Roiphe has always seemed to me a writer to envy. No



matter what the occasion, she can be counted on to marry ferocity and erudition in ways that nearly always
make her interesting.”—The Wall Street Journal

“Here is a critic in supreme control of her gifts, whose gift to us is the observant vigor that refuses to flinch
before the Reaper. . . . She knows that true criticism does not bother with the mollification of delicate
sensibilities, only with the intellect as it roils and rollicks through language.”—William Giraldi, The New
Republic

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Mueller:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book The Violet Hour: Great Writers at the End it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Matthew Fry:

This The Violet Hour: Great Writers at the End is great guide for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Violet
Hour: Great Writers at the End in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
that will?

Gordon Frederick:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Violet
Hour: Great Writers at the End offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Ryan Harrison:

This The Violet Hour: Great Writers at the End is completely new way for you who has attention to look for
some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Violet Hour: Great Writers at the End
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It



should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with
knowledge.
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