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What the Body Told is the second book of poetry from Rafael Campo, a practicing physician, agay Cuban
American, and winner of the National Poetry Series 1993 Open Competition. Exploring the themes begun in
hisfirst book, The Other Man Was Me, Campo extends the search for identity into new realms of fantasy and
physicality. He travelsinwardly to the most intimate spaces of the imagination where sexuality and gender
collide and where life crosses into death. Whether facing a frenetic hospital emergency room to assess a
patient critically ill with AIDS, or breathing in the quiet of his mother’s closet, Campo proposes with these
poems an aternative means of healing and exposes the extent to which words themselves may be the most
vital working parts of our bodies. The secret truthsin What the Body Told, as thetitle implies, are already
within each of us; in these vivid and provocative poems, Rafael Campo gives them avoice.

Lost in the Hospital

It's not that | don’t like the hospital.
Those small bouquets of flowers, pert and brave.
The smell of antiseptic cleansers.
Theill, so wistful in their rooms, so true.
My friend, the one whao's dying, took me out
To where the patients go to smoke, IV’s
And oxygen tanks attached to them—
A tiny patio for skeletons. We shared
A cigaratte, which was delicious but
Too brief. | held his hand; it felt
Like someone' s keys. How beautiful it was,
The sunlight pointing down at us, asif
We were important, full of life, unbound.
| wandered for a moment where hisribs
Had made a space for me, and there, beside
The thundering waterfall of is heart,
| rubbed my eyes and thought “I’m lost.”
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From reader reviews:
Daniel Weimer:

The book What the Body Told can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we |leave the great thing like abook What the Body Told? Some of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book What the Body Told has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by start and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

James Brier:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Aswe know
that book is very important for all of us. The book What the Body Told seemed to be making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The publication What the Body Told is nhot only giving you considerably more new information but also
for being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship with the book What the Body Told. Y ou never sense lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Corrine Switzer:

Spent afree achance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled What the Body Told can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

K athleen Bosar ge:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this What the Body Told e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation What the Body Told as good book not only by the cover but
also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense aready told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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