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In this historical and theological study, John G. Gager undermines the myth of the Apostle Paul's rejection of
Judaism, conversion to Christianity, and founding of Christian anti-Judaism. He finds that the rise of
Christianity occurred well after Paul's death and attributes the distortion of the Apostle's views to early and
later Christians.

Though Christian clerical elites ascribed a rejection-replacement theology to Paul's legend, Gager shows that
the Apostle was considered a loyal Jew by many of his Jesus-believing contemporaries and that later Jewish
and Muslim thinkers held the same view. He holds that one of the earliest misinterpretations of Paul was to
name him the founder of Christianity, and in recent times numerous Jewish and Christian readers of Paul
have moved beyond this understanding.

Gager also finds that Judaism did not fade away after Paul's death but continued to appeal to both Christians
and pagans for centuries. Jewish synagogues remained important religious and social institutions throughout
the Mediterranean world. Making use of all possible literary and archaeological sources, including Muslim
texts, Gager helps recover the long pre-history of a Jewish Paul, obscured by recent, negative portrayals of
the Apostle, and recognizes the enduring bond between Jews and Christians that has influenced all aspects of
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Novick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul
(American Lectures on the History of Religions). Try to make the book Who Made Early Christianity?: The
Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the History of Religions) as your friend. It means
that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Christopher Pruett:

The book Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the
History of Religions) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle
Paul (American Lectures on the History of Religions)? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the
History of Religions) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Keri Lo:

This Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the
History of Religions) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Who Made Early Christianity?:
The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the History of Religions) without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the History of
Religions) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Who Made Early Christianity?: The Jewish Lives
of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the History of Religions) having good arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.



Jessie Davis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Who Made Early Christianity?: The
Jewish Lives of the Apostle Paul (American Lectures on the History of Religions) as the daily resource
information.
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