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In hishighly original and controversial study. Professor Lockridgetracesthe origins of Dedham,

M assachusetts, car efully examining its establishment as a utopiain 1636, the changesthat occurred
during thefirst four generations of its settlement, and the kind of community it had become by the
mid-eighteenth century.

The colonial New England Town is one of the myths of American history, along with such others as George
Washington and the Cherry Tree and The Frontier. They are difficult to shatter, for they perpetuate the
popular belief that the nation has always enjoyed universal democracy, honesty, and opportunity. The New
England Town, however, deserves more than amythical place in American history. In thisindustrial village
society, the unique American experience had its beginnings.

In hishighly original and controversia study. Professor Lockridge traces the origins of Dedham,
Massachusetts, carefully examining its establishment as a utopiain 1636, the changes that occurred during
thefirst four generations of its settlement, and the kind of community it had become by the mid-eighteenth
century. In bringing to life this peculiarly American town he creates aview of all New England towns, so
vital to an understanding of how the American character and society were shaped. He also gives answers to
the basic questions shrouded by the myths. Was the New England Town democratic? Was it equalitarian?
Was opportunity great? was society mobile? was it static or dynamic? Who had power, and who wanted it?
In examining these questions Professor Lockridge has gone to the heart of the controversy surrounding the
New England Town experience, finding some truth, and not alittle irony, in the myth.

This enlarged edition includes an updated bibliography and an afterword in which L ockridge addresses two
guestions about the story of Dedham: What doesiit tell us about the impulses that led to American
independence? The answers to these questions suggest the connections between the "new" socia history and
the broad political themes of the revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Clark:

This A New England Town : The First Hundred Y ears : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays
in American History) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit
you have by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. That A New England Town : The
First Hundred Y ears : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History) without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry A New England Town : The First Hundred Y ears : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton
Essaysin American History) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come
to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A New England Town :
The First Hundred Y ears : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History) having
great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Glenda Rizzo:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A New England Town : The First
Hundred Y ears : Dedham, Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essaysin American History) book because
this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

JamesVera:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's ook different you can read any
book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book A New England Town : The First Hundred Y ears : Dedham, Massachusetts,
1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Charlotte Bernstein:

Within this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have



to doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of severa
booksin thetop list in your reading list will be A New England Town : The First Hundred Y ears : Dedham,
Massachusetts, 1636-1736 (Norton Essays in American History). This book which is qualified as The

Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book you
can get many advantages.
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