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Lockstep and Dance: Images of Black Men in Popular Culture examines popular culture's reliance on long-
standing stereotypes of black men as animalistic, hypersexual, dangerous criminals, whose bodies, dress,
actions, attitudes, and language both repel and attract white audiences. Author Linda G. Tucker studies this
trope in the images of well-known African American men in four cultural venues: contemporary literature,
black-focused films, sports commentary, and rap music.

Through rigorous analysis, the book argues that American popular culture's representations of black men
preserve racial hierarchies that imprison blacks both intellectually and physically. Of equal importance are
the ways in which black men battle against, respond to, and become implicated in the production and
circulation of these images.

Tucker cites examples ranging from Michael Jordan's underwear commercials and the popular Barbershop
movies, to the career of rapper Tupac Shakur and John Edgar Wideman's memoir Brothers and Keepers.
Lockstep and Dance tracks the continuity between historical images of African American men, the peculiar
constitution of whites' anxieties about black men, and black men's tolerance of and resistance to the
reproduction of such images. The legacy of these stereotypes is still apparent in contemporary advertising,
film, music, and professional basketball. Lockstep and Dance argues persuasively that these cultural images
reinforce the idea of black men as prisoners of American justice and of their own minds but also shows how
black men struggle against this imprisonment.

Linda G. Tucker is an assistant professor of English at Southern Arkansas University. Her work has appeared
in Henry Street, American Behavioral Scientist, and Transformations.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

This book untitled Lockstep and Dance: Images of Black Men in Popular Culture (Margaret Walker
Alexander Series in African American Studies) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that
is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in
the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this guide from your list.

Ruth Davis:

The reserve with title Lockstep and Dance: Images of Black Men in Popular Culture (Margaret Walker
Alexander Series in African American Studies) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can
get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Stella Carpenter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Lockstep and Dance: Images of Black Men
in Popular Culture (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) e-book written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Lockstep and Dance: Images of Black Men in
Popular Culture (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) as good book not only by
the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lockstep and Dance: Images of Black Men in Popular
Culture (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) can be the solution, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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