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Archie Bunker’s America discerns what was “in the air” as television networks tried to accommodate cultural
and political swings in America from the Vietnam era through the late 1970s. Josh Ozersky’s spirited
examination of the ways America changed television during a period of intense social upheaval,
recuperation, and fragmentation uncovers a bold and beguiling facet of American cultural history. From the
conflict-based comedy of All in the Family and such post-sixties frolics as Three’s Company to tendentiously
apolitical programs like Happy Days, Ozersky describes the range and power of television to echo larger
schemes of American life.

 

Around 1968, advertisers who were anxious to break into the lucrative baby-boomer demographic convinced

television networks to begin to abandon prime-time programming that catered to universal audiences. With

the market splintering, networks ventured into more issue-based and controversial territories. While early

network attempts at more “relevant” programming failed, Ozersky examines how CBS struck gold with the

political comedy All in the Family in 1971 and how other successful, conflict-based comedies turned away

from typical show business conventions. As the 1970s wore on, the innovations of the previous years began

to lose their public appeal. After Vietnam and Watergate, Ozersky argues, Americans were exhausted from

the political turbulence of the preceding decade and were ready for a televisual “return to normalcy.”

 

Straightforward, engaging, and liberally illustrated, Archie Bunker’s America is peppered with the stories of

outsider cops and failed variety shows, of a young Bill Murray and an old Ed Sullivan, of Mary Tyler Moore,

Fonzie, and the Skipper, too. Drawing on interviews with television insiders, trade publications, and the

programs themselves, Ozersky chronicles the ongoing attempts of prime-time television to program for a

fragmented audience—an audience whose greatest common denominator, by 1978, may well have been the

act of watching television itself. The book also includes a foreword by renowned media critic Mark Crispin

Miller and an epilogue of related commentary on the following decades.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

The particular book Archie Bunker's America: TV in an Era of Change 1968-1978 has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after scanning this book.

John McKenzie:

Exactly why? Because this Archie Bunker's America: TV in an Era of Change 1968-1978 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Belen Riedel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Archie Bunker's America: TV in an
Era of Change 1968-1978 guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Archie Bunker's
America: TV in an Era of Change 1968-1978 as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Marianne Button:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Archie Bunker's America: TV in an Era of Change 1968-1978 can be your answer because it can
be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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