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An unvarnished, unauthorized, behind-the-scenes account of one of the most dominant pop cultural forces in
contemporary America

Operating out of a tiny office on Madison Avenue in the early 1960s, a struggling company called Marvel
Comics presented a cast of brightly costumed characters distinguished by smart banter and compellingly
human flaws. Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, Captain America, the Incredible Hulk, the Avengers, Iron
Man, Thor, the X-Men, Daredevil—these superheroes quickly won children's hearts and sparked the
imaginations of pop artists, public intellectuals, and campus radicals. Over the course of a half century,
Marvel's epic universe would become the most elaborate fictional narrative in history and serve as a modern
American mythology for millions of readers.

Throughout this decades-long journey to becoming a multibillion-dollar enterprise, Marvel's identity has
continually shifted, careening between scrappy underdog and corporate behemoth. As the company has
weathered Wall Street machinations, Hollywood failures, and the collapse of the comic book market, its
characters have been passed along among generations of editors, artists, and writers—also known as the
celebrated Marvel "Bullpen." Entrusted to carry on tradition, Marvel's contributors—impoverished child
prodigies, hallucinating peaceniks, and mercenary careerists among them—struggled with commercial
mandates, a fickle audience, and, over matters of credit and control, one another.

For the first time, Marvel Comics reveals the outsized personalities behind the scenes, including Martin
Goodman, the self-made publisher who forayed into comics after a get-rich-quick tip in 1939; Stan Lee, the
energetic editor who would shepherd the company through thick and thin for decades; and Jack Kirby, the
World War II veteran who'd co-created Captain America in 1940 and, twenty years later, developed with Lee
the bulk of the company's marquee characters in a three-year frenzy of creativity that would be the grounds
for future legal battles and endless debates.

Drawing on more than one hundred original interviews with Marvel insiders then and now, Marvel Comics is
a story of fertile imaginations, lifelong friendships, action-packed fistfights, reformed criminals, unlikely
alliances, and third-act betrayals— a narrative of one of the most extraordinary, beloved, and beleaguered
pop cultural entities in America's history.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Marvel Comics: The Untold Story is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Martha Holt:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Marvel Comics: The
Untold Story book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Charles Collier:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Marvel Comics: The Untold Story can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who
have those short free time problems.

Marjorie Thompson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Marvel Comics: The Untold Story was filled with regards to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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