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At the end of his 1994 book, The Soul of the American University, George Marsden advanced a modest
proposal for an enhanced role for religious faith in today's scholarship. This "unscientific postscript" helped
spark a heated debate that spilled out of the pages of academic journals and The Chronicle of Higher
Education into mainstream media such as The New York Times, and marked Marsden as one of the leading
participants in the debates concerning religion and public life. Marsden now gives his proposal afuller
treatment in The Outrageous |dea of Christian Scholarship, a thoughtful and thought-provoking book on the
relationship of religious faith and intellectual scholarship.

More than aresponse to Marsden's critics, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholar ship takes the next step
towards demonstrating what the ancient relationship of faith and learning might mean for the academy today.
Marsden argues forcefully that mainstream American higher education needs to be more open to explicit
expressions of faith and to accept what faith meansin an intellectua context. While other defining elements
of ascholar's identity, such as race or gender, are routinely taken into consideration and welcomed as
providing new perspectives, Marsden points out, the perspective of the believing Christian is dismissed as
irrelevant or, worse, antithetical to the scholarly enterprise.

Marsden begins by examining why Christian perspectives are not welcome in the academy. He rebuts the
various arguments commonly given for excluding religious viewpoints, such as the argument that faith is
insufficiently empirical for scholarly pursuits (although the idea of complete scientific objectivity is consider
naive in most fields today), the fear that traditional Christianity will reassert its historical role as oppressor of
divergent views, and the received dogma of the separation of church and state, which stretches far beyond
the actual law in the popular imagination. Marsden insists that scholars have both areligious and an
intellectual obligation not to leave their deeply held religious beliefs at the gate of the academy. Such beliefs,
he contends, can make a significant difference in scholarship, in campus life, and in countless other ways.
Perhaps most importantly, Christian scholars have both the responsibility and the intellectual ammunition to
argue against some of the prevailing ideologies held uncritically by many in the academy, such as naturalistic
reductionism or unthinking moral relativism.

Contemporary university cultureis hollow at its core, Marsden writes. Not only does it lack a spiritual
center, but it iswithout any real aternative. He argues that areligioudly diverse culture will be an
intellectually richer one, and it is time that scholars and institutions who take the intellectual dimensions of
their faith seriously become active participantsin the highest level of academic discourse. Whether the
reader agrees or disagrees with this conclusion, Marsden's thoughtful, well-argued book is necessary reading
for al sides of the debate on religion'srole in education and culture.
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From reader reviews:
Cory Marshall:

Here thing why that The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading through abook is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious asfood or not. The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Outrageous Idea
of Christian Scholarship. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficultiesin
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship in e-book can be
your aternative.

Coleman Bailey:

The ability that you get from The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship is a more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to comprehend but The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular The Outrageous
Idea of Christian Scholarship instantly.

Albert Hartley:

The particular book The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out theideais very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarshipis
much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Patricia Coulter:

This The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling
sentencesinsideit. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The
Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, factsin it is not
ridiculous asingle. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but
this book already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you till



doubt which?
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