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She was born on a bitterly cold December night in 1626 and, in the candlelight, mistakenly declared a boy.
On her father's death six years later, she inherited the Swedish throne. She was tutored by Descartes, yet
could swear like the roughest soldier. She was painted a lesbian, a prostitute, a hermaphrodite, and an atheist;
in that tumultuous age, it is hard to determine which was the most damning label. She was learned but
restless, progressive yet self-indulgent; her leadership was erratic, her character unpredictable. Sweden was
too narrow for her ambition. No sooner had she enjoyed the lavish celebrations of her officialcoronation at
twenty-three than she abdicated, converting to Catholicism (an act of almost foolhardy independence and
political challenge) and leaving her cold homeland behind for an extravagant new life in Rome. Christina,
Queen of Sweden, longed fatally for adventure.

Freed from her crown, Christina cut a breath-taking path across Europe: spending madly, searching for a
more prestigious throne to scale, stirring trouble wherever she went. Supported and encouraged in turn by the
pope, the king of Spain, and France's powerful Cardinal Mazarin, Christina settled at the luxurious Palazzo
Farnese, where she established a lavish salon for Rome's artists and intellectuals. More than once the cross-
dressing queen was forced to leave town until a scandal died down. She loved to buckle on a sword and
swagger like the men whose company she adored, but the greatest mystery in her life was the true nature of
her elusive sexuality, which biographer Veronica Buckley explores with sensitivity and rigor. For a time it
seemed there was nothing this extraordinary woman might fear attempting, until a bloody tragedy of her own
making foreshadowed her downfall.

Pairing painstaking research with a sparkling narrative voice and unerring sense of the age, Veronica
Buckley reclaims a protean life that had been preserved mostly as myth. Christina was a child of her time,
and her time was one of great change: Europe stood at a crossroads where religion and science, antiquity and
modernity, peace and war all met. Christina took what she wanted from each to create the life she most
desired, and she dazzled all who met her.
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From reader reviews:

James Ronquillo:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a
European Eccentric. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Hilton Rogers:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric, you may tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-
book.

Betty Bowers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Christina, Queen of Sweden: The Restless Life of a European Eccentric was
filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.

Patrick Reyes:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
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