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In a world of supercomputers, genetic engineering, and fiber optics, technological creativity is ever more the
key to economic success. But why are some nations more creative than others, and why do some highly
innovative societies--such as ancient China, or Britain in the industrial revolution--pass into stagnation?
Beginning with a fascinating, concise history of technological progress, Mokyr sets the background for his
analysis by tracing the major inventions and innovations that have transformed society since ancient Greece
and Rome. What emerges from this survey is often surprising: the classical world, for instance, was largely
barren of new technology, the relatively backward society of medieval Europe bristled with inventions, and
the period between the Reformation and the Industrial Revolution was one of slow and unspectacular
progress in technology, despite the tumultuous developments associated with the Voyages of Discovery and
the Scientific Revolution.
What were the causes of technological creativity? Mokyr distinguishes between the relationship of inventors
and their physical environment--which determined their willingness to challenge nature--and the social
environment, which determined the openness to new ideas. He discusses a long list of such factors, showing
how they interact to help or hinder a nation's creativity, and then illustrates them by a number of detailed
comparative studies, examining the differences between Europe and China, between classical antiquity and
medieval Europe, and between Britain and the rest of Europe during the industrial revolution. He examines
such aspects as the role of the state (the Chinese gave up a millennium-wide lead in shipping to the
Europeans, for example, when an Emperor banned large ocean-going vessels), the impact of science, as well
as religion, politics, and even nutrition. He questions the importance of such commonly-cited factors as the
spill-over benefits of war, the abundance of natural resources, life expectancy, and labor costs.
Today, an ever greater number of industrial economies are competing in the global market, locked in a
struggle that revolves around technological ingenuity. The Lever of Riches, with its keen analysis derived
from a sweeping survey of creativity throughout history, offers telling insights into the question of how
Western economies can maintain, and developing nations can unlock, their creative potential.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

This The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress are usually reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Lever of Riches:
Technological Creativity and Economic Progress can be among the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Lever of Riches:
Technological Creativity and Economic Progress giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Christina Love:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Lever
of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Brent Thompson:

You can get this The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

George Walker:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Lever of Riches: Technological
Creativity and Economic Progress or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe



students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic
Progress to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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