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From one of the country’s foremost experts on Shakespeare and theatre arts, actor, director, and master
teacher Tina Packer offers an exploration—fierce, funny, fearless—of the women of Shakespeare’s plays. A
profound, and profoundly illuminating, book that gives us the playwright’s changing understanding of the
feminine and reveals some of his deepest insights. Packer, with expert grasp and perception, constructs a
radically different understanding of power, sexuality, and redemption.

Beginning with the early comedies (The Taming of the Shrew, Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Comedy of
Errors), Packer shows that Shakespeare wrote the women of these plays as shrews to be tamed or as sweet
little things with no definable independent thought, virgins on the pedestal. The women of the histories (the
three parts of Henry VI; Richard III) are, Packer shows, much more interesting, beginning with Joan of Arc,
possibly the first woman character Shakespeare ever created.  In her opening scene, she’s wonderfully
alive—a virgin, true, sent from heaven, a country girl going to lead men bravely into battle, the kind of girl
Shakespeare could have known and loved in Stratford. Her independent resolution collapses within a few
scenes, as Shakespeare himself suddenly turns against her, and she yields to the common caricature of his
culture and becomes Joan the Enemy, the Warrior Woman, the witch; a woman to be feared and destroyed . .
. 

As Packer turns her attention to the extraordinary Juliet, the author perceives a large shift. Suddenly
Shakespeare’s women have depth of character, motivation, understanding of life more than equal to that of
the men; once Juliet has led the way, the plays are never the same again. As Shakespeare ceases to write
about women as predictable caricatures and starts writing them from the inside, embodying their voices, his
women become as dimensional, spirited, spiritual, active, and sexual as any of his male characters. Juliet is
just as passionately in love as Romeo—risking everything, initiating marriage, getting into bed, fighting
courageously when her parents threaten to disown her—and just as brave in facing death when she discovers
Romeo is dead. And, wondering if Shakespeare himself fell in love (Packer considers with whom, and what
she may have been like), the author observes that from Juliet on, Shakespeare writes the women as if he were
a woman, giving them desires, needs, ambition, insight.

Women of Will follows Shakespeare’s development as a human being, from youth to enlightened maturity,
exploring the spiritual journey he undertook.  Packer shows that Shakespeare’s imagination, mirrored and
revealed in his female characters, develops and deepens until finally the women, his creative knowledge, and
a sense of a larger spiritual good come together in the late plays, making clear that when women and men are
equal in status and sexual passion, they can—and do—change the world.

Part master class, part brilliant analysis—Women of Will is all inspiring discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Women of Will: Following the
Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suited book with you?

William Martel:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you
busy person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Women of Will: Following the
Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays to read.

Adam Youngblood:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Women of Will: Following
the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays
become your personal starter.

Sharon Keller:

This Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Women of Will: Following the Feminine in Shakespeare's Plays in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen



moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt this?
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