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Filled with serendipitous connections and contrasts, this volume of Mississippiana covers four hundred
years. It begins with a selection from "A Gentleman from Elvas," written in 1541, and ends with an essay the
novelist Ellen Douglas wrote in 1996 on the occasion of the Atlanta Olympic games. In between is a
chronology of some one hundred nonfictional narratives that portray the distinctiveness of life in Mississippi.
Most are reprinted, but some are published here for the first time.

Each section of this anthology reveals an aspect of Mississippi's past or present.

Here are narratives that depict the settlement of the land by pioneers, the lasting heritage of the Civil War,
the pleasures and the pastimes of Mississippians, their food, art, rituals, and religion, the terrain and the
travelers, and the conflicts that brought enormous changes to both the landscape and the population.

In its wide cultural perspective A Place Called Mississippi includes an early description of the Chickasaws, a
narrative of a former slave, "Soggy" Sweat's famous "Whiskey Speech" on Prohibition, and an account of
how W. C. Handy discovered the blues in a deserted train station in Tutwiler, Mississippi.

Among the selections are narratives by Jefferson Davis, Belle Kearney, Walter Anderson, Ida B. Wells,
Richard Wright, Craig Clai-borne, Richard Ford, William Faulkner, and Eudora Welty. Written by and about
blacks, whites, Native Americans, and others, these fascinating accounts convey a variety of impressions
about a real place and about real people whose colorful history is large, ever-changing, and ever-mystifying.

Marion Barnwell is a professor of English at Delta State University.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Slaughter:

The book A Place Called Mississippi (Heritage of Mississippi) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book A Place Called
Mississippi (Heritage of Mississippi)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in
which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A
Place Called Mississippi (Heritage of Mississippi) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Andrew Hall:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Place Called Mississippi (Heritage of
Mississippi) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sharon Wilson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. A Place Called Mississippi (Heritage of Mississippi) can be your answer since it can
be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Nancy Thornton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this A Place Called
Mississippi (Heritage of Mississippi).
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