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“Well worth its impressive weight in gold, it would be a crime not to have this seminal masterpiece in your
collection.”—New York Journal of Books

In his introduction to The Best American Noir of the Century, James Ellroy writes, “Noir is the most
scrutinized offshoot of the hard-boiled school of fiction. It’s the long drop off the short pier and the wrong
man and the wrong woman in perfect misalliance. It’s the nightmare of flawed souls with big dreams and the
precise how and why of the all-time sure thing that goes bad.” Offering the best examples of literary sure
things gone bad, this collection ensures that nowhere else can readers find a darker, more thorough
distillation of American noir fiction.
      James Ellroy and Otto Penzler mined writings of the past century to find this treasure trove of thirty-nine
stories. From noir’s twenties-era infancy come gems like James M. Cain’s “Pastorale,” and its postwar
heyday boasts giants like Mickey Spillane and Evan Hunter. Packing an undeniable punch, diverse
contemporary incarnations include Elmore Leonard, Patricia Highsmith, Joyce Carol Oates, Dennis Lehane,
and William Gay, with many page-turners appearing from the past decade.

“Delightfully devilish . . . A strange trek through the years that includes stories from household names in the
hard-boiled genre to lesser-known authors who nonetheless can hold their own with the
legends.”—Associated Press

James Ellroy is the author of the Underworld U.S.A. trilogy—American Tabloid, The Cold Six Thousand,
and Blood’s a Rover—and the L.A. Quartet novels, The Black Dahlia, The Big Nowhere, L.A. Confidential,
and White Jazz. His most recent book is The Hillicker Curse, a memoir.

Otto Penzler is the founder of the Mysterious Bookshop and Mysterious Press, has won two Edgar Allan Poe
Awards (most recently for The Lineup), and is series editor of The Best American Mystery Stories.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Best American Noir of the Century.

Carmela Williams:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Best American Noir of the Century.
All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Michael Hansen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Best American Noir of the Century
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The Best American Noir of the Century as good book
not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by
its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Brian Rocha:

This The Best American Noir of the Century is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Best
American Noir of the Century in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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