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Visiting a London nursery school, Vivian Paley observes the schoolchildren's reception of another visitor, a
handicapped boy named Teddy, who is strapped into a wheelchair, wearing a helmet, and barely able to
speak. A predicament arises, and the children's response--simple and immediate--offers Paley the purest
evidence of kindness she has ever seen.

In subsequent encounters, "the Teddy story" draws forth other tales of impulsive goodness from Paley's
listeners. Just so, it resonates through this book as one story leads to another--taking surprising turns,
intersecting with the narrative unfolding before us, and illuminating the moral meanings that children may be
learning to create among themselves.

Paley's journey takes us into the different worlds of urban London, Chicago, Oakland, and New York City,
and to a close-knit small town in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. Her own story connects those of children from
nursery school to high school, and circles back to her elderly mother, whose experiences as a frightened
immigrant girl, helped through a strange school and a new language by another child, reappear in the story of
a young Mexican American girl. Thus the book quietly brings together the moral life of the very young and
the very old. With her characteristic unpretentious charm, Paley lets her listeners and storytellers take us
down unexpected paths, where the meeting of story and real life make us wonder: Are children wiser about
the nature of kindness than we think they are?
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Kindness of Children will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

David Stokes:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Kindness of Children, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Barbara Gunter:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Kindness of Children, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

William Wright:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Kindness of Children why because the great cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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