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‘Few could sustain the glance of his eye, at once fiery and penetrating’

Savaged by critics for its supposed profanity and obscenity, and bought in large numbers by readers eager to
see whether it lived up to its lurid reputation, The Monk became a succès de scandale when it was published
in 1796 – not least because its author was a member of parliament and only twenty years old. It recounts the
diabolical decline of Ambrosio, a Capuchin superior, who succumbs first to temptations offered by a young
girl who has entered his monastery disguised as a boy, and continues his descent with increasingly depraved
acts of sorcery, murder, incest and torture. Combining sensationalism with acute psychological insight, this
masterpiece of Gothic fiction is a powerful exploration of how violent and erotic impulses can break through
the barriers of social and moral restraint.

This edition is based on the first edition of 1796, which appeared before Lewis’s revisions to avoid charges
of blasphemy. In his introduction, Christopher MacLachlan discusses the novel’s place within the Gothic
genre, and its themes of sexual desire and the abuse of power.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hanson:

With other case, little people like to read book The Monk (Penguin Classics). You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The Monk (Penguin
Classics). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Beverly Sands:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Monk (Penguin
Classics) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Sylvester Perkins:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Monk (Penguin Classics) as your daily resource
information.

Nancy Sherman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Monk (Penguin Classics) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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