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People tend to flirt only with serious things--madness, disaster, other people's affections. So is flirtation
dangerous, exploiting the ambiguity of promises to sabotage our cherished notions of commitment? Or is it,
as Adam Phillips suggests, a productive pleasure, keeping things in play, letting us get to know them in
different ways, allowing us the fascination of what is unconvincing? This is a book about the possibilities of
flirtation, its risks and instructive amusements--about the spaces flirtation opens in the stories we tell
ourselves, particularly within the framework of psychoanalysis.

Phillips looks at life as a tale to be told but rejects the idea of a master plot. Instead, he says, we should be
open to the contingent, and flirtation shows us the way. His book observes children flirting with their
parents, our various selves flirting with one another, and literature flirting with psychoanalysis. As Phillips
explores the links between literature and psychoanalysis--ranging from Philip Roth to Isaac Rosenberg, Karl
Kraus to John Clare--psychoanalysis emerges as a multi-authored autobiography. Its subjects are love, loss,
and memory; its authors are the analyst and the analysand, as well as the several selves brought to life in the
process. A passionate and delightfully playful defense of the virtues of being uncommitted, On Flirtation
sets before us the virtue of a yet deeper commitment to the openendedness of our life stories.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This On Flirtation is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Daniel Carter:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled On Flirtation can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Bruce Mull:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day
to reading a publication. The book On Flirtation it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

John Rowland:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the On Flirtation when you desired it?
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